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We know we need to see what these 

bills are going to look like. We are 
hearing that the majority wants to 
bring forward this tax-and-spend spree 
of legislation that would be trillions of 
dollars, and we know that what would 
end up happening is this would be 
something that—I call it lie, cheat, 
steal. You don’t say exactly what you 
are going to use the money for. You 
don’t say exactly where the money is 
going to come from within the budget. 
Eventually, all of it comes out of the 
taxpayers’ pocket. And you are steal-
ing hopes and dreams from future gen-
erations who are going to—they are 
going to have to pay the bill for this. It 
is our children and our grandchildren 
and future generations that are going 
to have to find a way to pay for all of 
this. 

That is why I brought this chart back 
to the floor. I have used it recently 
here on this floor to remind us of Ron-
ald Reagan’s words: 

Freedom is never more than one genera-
tion away from extinction. It has to be 
fought for and defended by each generation. 

Very true words. And what a good re-
minder to us because as we give gov-
ernment more control over our lives, as 
we give them more control in the Fed-
eral budget, as the government takes 
more money out of the pocket of hard- 
working taxpayers, what do we see? We 
see less freedom. 

There is such concern that the Demo-
cratic majority has refused to come 
forward and say how they want to 
spend these trillions of dollars. I think 
part of that is because there is not a 
way to pay for it, and they don’t plan 
to pay for it. Instead, they are going to 
send that bill to future generations. 

This is dangerous. We are upside 
down on this national debt when you 
look at how that debt clock is ticking. 
But we have to choose to spend tax-
payer money where it matters, and it 
still matters. It matters to Ten-
nesseans what their tax dollars are 
spent for, and it matters how they are 
spent. Another thing that matters to 
them is what we are spending it for and 
the driving of inflation across this 
country. 

If my Democratic colleagues con-
tinue to dig this hole, future genera-
tions will be in so deep that it will be 
very difficult for them to compete on 
the global stage. They will be vulner-
able to the deathtraps our adversaries 
in Beijing set for nations that have 
made the same mistakes that the 
Democratic majority wants us to 
make: spending more money than you 
have to spend for programs that you 
cannot afford. 

I would argue that existing in a state 
of dependence and vulnerability cre-
ated by our own government is the op-
posite of freedom. It is the opposite of 
freedom. Is that really what we want 
for our children and grandchildren, to 
leave them with so much Federal debt 
that they are covered in debt; that 
most of their paycheck is going to go 
to the Federal Government to pay for 

programs that have long outlived their 
usefulness? I think not. 

That is why it is so important that 
we look at what is happening right 
now, as there are these conversations 
about budgets and as there are these 
conversations about the tax-and-spend 
spree that my colleagues across the 
aisle would seek to propose. 

I would also offer that that type of 
spending is not governing. What it is, 
is a power grab. What it is, is taking 
care of your friends and not those who 
elected you to serve. The American 
people can see what is coming at them 
from a mile away, and they are ex-
pressing their concerns about DC’s out- 
of-control tax-and-spending spree. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Madam Presi-

dent, I ask unanimous consent that the 
order for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

VOTE ON WILCOX NOMINATION 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Madam Presi-
dent, with the permission of both sides, 
may I ask unanimous consent that the 
vote scheduled to start in 3 minutes 
start now? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Wilcox nomina-
tion? 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. I ask for the yeas 
and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

called the roll. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. 

BALDWIN). Are there any other Sen-
ators in the Chamber desiring to vote? 

Mr. THUNE. The following Senator is 
necessarily absent: the Senator from 
South Dakota (Mr. ROUNDS). 

The result was announced—yeas 52, 
nays 47, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 282 Ex.] 

YEAS—52 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Collins 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Feinstein 
Gillibrand 
Hassan 
Heinrich 

Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Leahy 
Luján 
Manchin 
Markey 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 

Reed 
Rosen 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NAYS—47 

Barrasso 
Blackburn 

Blunt 
Boozman 

Braun 
Burr 

Capito 
Cassidy 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Ernst 
Fischer 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hawley 

Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Inhofe 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
Lummis 
Marshall 
McConnell 
Moran 
Paul 
Portman 
Risch 

Romney 
Rubio 
Sasse 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Shelby 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Toomey 
Tuberville 
Wicker 
Young 

NOT VOTING—1 

Rounds 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid 
upon the table, and the President will 
be immediately notified of the Senate’s 
action. 

f 

CLOTURE MOTION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 258, David 
M. Prouty, of Maryland, to be a Member of 
the National Labor Relations Board for the 
term of five years expiring August 27, 2026. 

Charles E. Schumer, Tammy Baldwin, 
Tim Kaine, Patty Murray, Tina Smith, 
Jacky Rosen, Christopher Murphy, 
Cory A. Booker, Mark R. Warner, Brian 
Schatz, Sherrod Brown, Sheldon White-
house, Raphael Warnock, Michael F. 
Bennet, Jeanne Shaheen, Patrick J. 
Leahy, Richard J. Durbin. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of David M. Prouty, of Maryland, to be 
a Member of the National Labor Rela-
tions Board for the term of five years 
expiring August 27, 2026, shall be 
brought to a close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. THUNE. The following Senator is 

necessarily absent: the Senator from 
South Dakota (Mr. ROUNDS). 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 53, 
nays 46, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 283 Ex.] 

YEAS—53 

Baldwin 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Booker 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Collins 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 

Durbin 
Feinstein 
Gillibrand 
Hassan 
Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hirono 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Leahy 
Luján 

Manchin 
Markey 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Peters 
Reed 
Rosen 
Sanders 
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